7th Grade Syllabus
Pre-AP and On-Level Language Arts and Reading
Sara Law
saralaw@misdmail.org
(682) 314 – 4600 extension 4642
Remind.Com text alerts – text code @mrslawsp to (817) 405-3345 – Students and parents, please subscribe for text alerts!
Class Website: www.irishlaw.edublogs.org – subscribe by e-mail for class info, handouts, lesson plans – Scan QR Code Below:
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Room C11 ~ Conference by appointment please

Tutoring Schedule: _________and_________ mornings 8:10-8:40
Class Mascot: The Mighty and Majestic Yak
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Course Information
All students will work both in and outside of class to develop a skillset which will prepare them for high school, college, and the world beyond. Deep reading, critical thinking, composition, vocabulary, and grammar are all necessary in order to communicate successfully, to be understood clearly, to engage fully in the world around you, and to create a fulfilling life. All students will be responsible for reading, studying, and researching outside of class on a regular basis. By doing so, you will be within reach of the dreams you hold for your future.  All students will be independently responsible for THEIR WORK, in-class attention, and attitude.
***Pre-AP students will be using materials specifically selected for the Pre-Advanced Placement course. At various points throughout the year, your content may be more advanced, your pace more rapid, your work more independently managed than you're used to. In light of this, Please understand that what you learn will be the real measure of your success in my class. A grade of "B" does not mean that you did not learn or work hard. A hard-earned "B" is something to be proud of. 
Reading Materials
· Primary Texts - College Board-Spring Board (issued, on-line) consumable textbook (replacement cost is $20.) for pre-ap students. Holt Literature textbook for on-level students. 
· Vocabu-lit workbooks will be used in class for our vocabulary study. You will be expected to correctly use learned vocabulary in your writing and speech in order to 'own' the words. On-level students will use the 7th grade workbook. Pre-AP students will use the 8th grade workbook.
· Novel Studies - Pre-AP students will need to purchase a copy of Tangerine by Edward Bloor as well as a copy of Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury. On-level students will need to purchase a copy of The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton and a 2nd novel to be announced during 2nd semester.
· Supplementary reading: Holt Literature Textbook (issued upon request, on-line, class set), DJMS Library books and resources, teacher-chosen excerpts from Laying the Foundation, College Board, and elsewhere/elsewhen. All students must keep independently chosen books to read at all times in one of the assigned genres for their current unit of study. Independent reading will be assessed for major grades and regular progress checks.
A Note on Choosing books for Independent Reading:
In order to grow as a reader and develop the type of thinking that you will need for success in this class and beyond, it’s important to choose books that have complexity to them. So – it’s time to leave behind the Wimpy Kid series and others behind and time to pick up books that make you think more deeply. Here are some tips to help you make good choices. 
Look for books which have:

· multiple themes or lessons

· complex characters (or concepts, if it’s not fiction)

· language patterns that invite a second or third close reading, yielding new levels of comprehension each time

· academic as well as domain-specific vocabulary

· rich veins of figurative language

· varying syntactical patterns

· appropriate and often surprising diction

· shifts in tone

· irony and ambiguity 

Unit 1 GENRE – Personal Narrative, Fiction – short stories, mythology, fables, folk tales

Unit 2 Genre – Informational and Persuasive  

Unit 3 Genre – Fiction and research

Unit 4 Genre – All genres

Unit 5 Genre – Poetry and drama
Required Class Materials
Parents, thank you for purchasing your student’s supplies. Any supplies you are able to donate to the classroom are greatly appreciated as well.
1. 3 Subject Mead 5 star spiral Bound Notebook with pocketed dividers For Interactive NOTEBOOK - available at Staples, Target, www.amazon.com, Wal-Mart – For durability, I strongly urge you to choose a Mead 3 subject notebook with a plastic cover. Check the dividers – they must have pockets.
2. College-ruled composition book
3. Pocket folder with brads, any color 

4.  Hand-Held Pencil sharpener 
. +Special class supply by class periods (for interactive notebook) 
· 1st PERIOD: tape or glue sticks
· 4th Period: pack of highlighters in 5 assorted colors
· 8th period: Sticky Notes OR index cards
***********Electronics policy*************
Electronic devices may be used in class only with teacher permission and only for approved academic use unless otherwise directed by the teacher. Phones must be off and in your lockers unless otherwise being used for an authorized academic purpose. District ipads, once issued, must also follow this policy.

ONGOING/REGULAR HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS
· independent reading outside of the classroom – some assigned by teacher, some selected by student. Regular reading assessments will be given for major grades and progress checks. You should read outside of class daily.
· writing practice to improve in areas needed as we move through the different writing modes – student will also write to improve their style as writers and find their voice
· Grammar practice will be assigned and assessed through www.noredink.com 
· Vocabulary study

Pre-AP ELA/Reading Scope and Sequence
Pre-AP-The Scope and Sequence may be accessed through our district web site on the following link: http://mansfieldisd.org/curriculum/english/pdf/6th/LevelsatGlance_6-8.pdf
District Benchmarks: TBD

STAAR Testing:  7th Grade Writing – T.B.A.

                            7th Grade Reading – T.B.A.
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School Policies
     Attendance and Tardiness 


Students must be in attendance 90% of the school year.  If a student is absent, a parent must call the office at 817.276-6200 for the absence to be excused.
     It is the student’s responsibility to request the work missed upon return to school.  Students have one school day for each day of absence to complete the missing work.
     Students’ Tardies are handled via an online/electronic kiosk and tardy hall sweep system. After the tardy bell rings, students will be locked out of class and will only be allowed to return with their printed slip from one of the tardy kiosks.

1st and 2nd tardy – warning

2nd and 3rd tardy – lunch detention

4th and beyond – 1 day in alternative classroom
     Class Participation 


Students Must be on time and ready to work.  That readiness includes all needed supplies and books. Students are expected to join in class discussions and complete all assignments. Students are asked to pull their weight when working with others. Class participation extends outside of class as well – when homework / reading is assigned, it must be done by the due date in order to keep our class moving forward. 
FINES
     Students are required to keep current on all library loan records.  Parents/guardian will be contacted if a student fails to return books, pay for lost books, or clear fines.  A teacher detention may be issued by me for not clearing fines in a timely manner. Reading library books is an important part of the student’s grades and participation.
     Missed Exams or Assignments 


It is the student’s responsibility to request the work upon return to school from any absence.  Students have one school day for each day of absence to complete the missing work. Work not completed on time will be handled on an individual basis. Late Work deductions will apply after that. Missing work is posted in class. It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a conference with the teacher if needed.


Late Work deductions
15 point grade deduction for no more than 3 class days. work will not be accepted beyond this point.
District Grading Policy


Test Grade/Projects are 40% of the average.
     The grades may include but are not limited to unit tests, multiple selection tests, projects, fully-processed essays, and benchmarks. Notice of due dates will be provided in advance. Projects are assigned in conjunction with novel studies and research projects. A book report/book talk will be completed in class every six weeks over independent reading.
   Quiz Grades are 20% of the average.
     These can include both pop and announced quizzes, informal INB checks, and some writing assignments.
  Daily and Homework grades are 40% of the average.
Classroom Teaching Tenets
1. I will begin teaching when the bell rings.  
2. I will treat you with respect, so that you will know how to treat others and myself.
3.      If you cause a problem, I will first ask you to fix it.
4. If you can’t solve the problem, or choose not to, I will offer you two choices or consequences 

which are appropriate to your problem. Choose wisely.
5. Every day, I will teach with the passion and knowledge that I have for literature and writing in order for you to have the best learning experiences that I can give you.  I will also mess with your head a fair amount, but it’s all done in love.

6. I will be as consistent as possible with my expectations of you, and will keep my expectations high. 

7. I will respect your time in class so that you may leave this room with less to do. Please return this in kind. 
CLASSROOM LEARNING TENETS – a.k.a. HOW TO BE YAK-LIKE

Beginning of Class
1. Be in your seat with all necessary class supplies ready to begin working when the bell rings. ‘All necessary supplies” includes your Interactive Notebook, Springboard or Holt text, a book to read, and your regular school supplies. 

2. Work on your bell ringer without being asked. Complete your bell ringer every day to the best of your ability. Be prepared for discussion and correction.

3. Do not encroach upon your teacher’s or your classmates’ Zen time during the beginning of class.

4. Check for class handouts on the front table.

5. Read the board daily and write down your homework assignments.

6. If you are a class employee, take care of your job.

7. If you were absent, go check out the bulletin board and ask a classmate about work. Come see me at the end of class or during tutoring to clarify anything that you need help with. 
During Class
8. Raise your hand for permission to speak. Wait to be called on.

9. Don’t interrupt me when I’m speaking. 

10. Respect my time as I do yours.

11. Don’t interrupt your classmates when they are presenting an answer or other work.

12. Stay on task at all times. Participate. Listen. Answer.

13.  No work from other classes unless permission is granted by me. Work will be taken and given directly to the assigning teacher. 

14. If you have an issue with a consequence that you’ve been given, speak with me privately and respectfully to request a discussion time so that we can talk about it. This may not change your outcome, but it will reflect your maturity and you will earn respect for it.

15. Homework and assignments are due when asked for, not ten minutes later.

16. When we transition from one activity to the next, make it quick and quiet. 

17. If there is a guest in the room, become movie quality, well-behaved learners – even more so than you were already.

18. When we grade work in class, grade with integrity and thoroughness.

19. When I need your attention immediately, I will say “Marco.” You will reply with “Polo,” stop what you're doing, look at me, and listen. There are consequences if you don't. 

20. Respond immediately to school-wide announcements, drills, and office intercom messages. This means STOP WHAT YOU’RE DOING and GET QUIET. 

21. Keep your interactive notebook current and in good order. Keep your Springboard current, complete, and in good order – graffiti costs you points. 

22. If it’s not respectful towards me, your classmates, or this classroom, don’t do it.

23. Respond maturely and thoughtfully to each other and to me during class discussions.

24. Lost a handout? Check the 'extra handouts' crate on the front table.

25. Didn't get your graded work back? Check your graded work folder. 

26. Need help? ASK FOR IT – either from a classmate or from me. Nothing ventured, nothing gained.

27. Lost a personal item? Check the “Lost and Found” box on the back file cabinets.

28. When a substitute teacher is here, I expect you to complete your work, stay on task, clean up after yourselves, and be intensely respectful. Good sub notes yield rewards. Bad sub notes yield creatively poetic consequences. 

29. Need to sharpen your pencil? Go ahead – use your handheld. We don’t have a class sharpener.

30. Need a tissue? Get one. No side trips.

31. Need to use the restroom/get water/go to your locker? Not during the 1st or last 10 minutes of class. Not without signing the book, and not without permission. 

32. Finished early? See the “Early Finisher” folders by the classroom door.

33. It’s up to you to look for currently posted extra credit options, if we have any.

34. Use your manners.

35. Whether you understand or don’t, let me know when asked.

36. No grooming items in class.

37. NO GUM or candy. Mints are fine, altoids are fine, tic-tacs, peppermints – but no gum or candy. 

38. Show tolerance and respect to your assigned group members or partners.
At the End of Class
39. Give your attention and effort to our wrap up for the day.

40. Do not begin packing up until permission is granted.

41. You are expected to clean up your work space and surrounding areas.

42. Did you borrow it? Put it back. 

43. Make sure you understand your homework expectations.

44. The bell doesn’t dismiss you. I do. 
Outside of class and Always
45. Subscribe to and check in with our class website.

46. Subscribe to our remind.com service.

47. I expect you to complete your assigned work if you would like a shot at extra credit.

48. Practice your reading, writing, and grammar often.

49. study the notes we take in class.

50. Carpe Diem!
51. Show  Academic Integrity  - All student work needs to be original and individual unless instructed by the teacher (for example in a group work situation).  Academic dishonesty (cheating) includes, but is not limited to, copying someone’s work, giving someone your work to copy, or adding in answers that were not previously there when grading.  All assignments, including daily work, homework, class work, quizzes, tests, essays, and projects are included in this rule.  All plagiarism rules apply to written work. 
52. Respect the Elders of the Herd.

Ask yourself regularly – am I indeed being yak-like?

· Praise, recognition, rewards, and street cred are yours for your yak-like behavior.

· Behavior deemed “unyak-like” will be served detention or other class consequences on a “3 strikes you're out” basis 
FOR THE RECORD......

Yes, I have read this Scholar's Survival Guide and I understand the policies within it. As a scholar and new member of C11’s yak herd, I agree to abide by the policies in Mrs. Law’s classroom for this school year. Next year, when I'm no longer in this class, I am no longer bound by these policies unless I really like them, in which case I will exercise my American freedom for which many brave citizens fought and died to earn and preserve and carry on in that manner while promising not to write run-on sentences like this one.

Scholar’s Signature                                                                                                  Today’s Date

ATTENTION: PARENTS OF 7th GRADE SCHOLARS!!!

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN BY FRIDAY:

Yes, I have read this Scholar’s Survival Guide and I understand the policies within it. I will amply support, praise or admonish my scholar as necessary during the course of this school year.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                       Today’s Date

____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Email Address(es) (please print!)

Please sign, detach, and return this page. Keep the rest of this syllabus in your school binder.
