English Journal  - Composition Book
1. Choose stickers, magazine cut outs, computer print outs, or whatever reflects your personality. Make sure your selections are school appropriate. Decorate the outside (required) and inside (optional) covers of your composition book. Use tape or glue to put these things on the cover. Use clear packing tape to seal the front and back covers once you have decorated them. Make sure your first and last name appears on the FRONT cover. 

Sealing the covers with packing tape will prevent your personalization from being destroyed over the year. If you do not have packing tape available at home, I can cover the journals at school, but it may take me quite a while to get them back to you. 

2. On the FIRST page of the journal, give your journal a name (make sure it is appropriate), document the school year, and include your first and last name.

3. On the SECOND page of the journal (the back of the first page), create a page titled JOURNAL GUIDELINES. Write the following bulleted rules word-for-word using markers, map colors, gel pens, or pen:
· Write in ink, markers, or colored pens. Use colors that are readable and won’t smudge over time (NO PENCILS.) 
· Write neatly and in a reasonable size.

· Use Standard English (no texting language or deliberate spelling/grammatical mistakes) and follow capitalization/punctuation rules EVERY TIME YOU WRITE IN THIS JOURNAL!

· Write for the full time given on each day. Aim for one full page or more for all writing prompts – date and label all bell ringers. NO TALKING! Any free-written entries you complete may be any length.
· Date each journal entry. Title them creatively.
· Journals will be confidential and their contents kept between you and me (if you want me to read an entry) with TWO exceptions: NO profanity/inappropriate language and NO inappropriate content. Sharing any writing with the class – if you wish to – will be decided by you and me.

· Journals must be your original work, BUT you can write favorite song lyrics (appropriate), quotes, sayings, verses, etc…along with a thoughtful reflection by you.

· Bring this journal with you to your reading AND ELA classes EVERY DAY! We will complete a journal entry a minimum of 1-2 times per week. 
4. I encourage you to free-write in your journal as often as you like. The more you write, the better your skills will be. I will not read an entry unless you wish to share it with me; likewise, you may choose to share a free-written journal entry with the class at any time but will not be required to share anything beyond our journaling days.
DUE DATE: WEDNESDAY
