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Self-Revision Guide

Place a check next to each step as you complete it. 

Go through your paper yourself first. Mark your revision changes in GREEN.

Work with your partner second. Mark their revision suggestions in BLUE.

1. IT – Mark a red triangle around every “it” or “it’s” in your paper. Replace “it” with a concrete noun and/or rewrite your sentence to make it more specific. You are only allowed two “it(s)” in your paper!

2. BE VERBS – Mark a red circle around any of the following “be” verbs in your paper: is, am are, was, and were. Change these verbs to more expressive, vivid, action verbs. Exception: if ‘is, am, are, was, or were’ act as helping verbs in your sentence, (ex: “Next thing I knew, she was breaking the door down.” This sentence could stay as is. However, “She was angry” would have to change to something more like “Her face grew red with anger.” In this step, also change “went” to something better.
3. EMOTION WORDS – You should have at least three emotion words/phrases in your paper – one each for the beginning, middle, and end of your paper. More is better. This is a great opportunity to include figurative language (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, etc…)
4. SETTING – Be sure to include descriptive setting details in your story as part of your story’s beginning. 
5. DIALOGUE – Include two or three lines of good dialogue/conversation in your story – no more than four lines. 

6. FIRST WORD – In the box below, list the 1st word of every sentence in your paper. Change all repetitive sentence beginnings to more varied, original beginnings! Avoid in particular: well, so, then, next. 
	


7. SHOW IT, DON’T TELL IT! – Create imagery! Do you have sensory details “sprinkled” through your paper? All five senses should be included. Focus in particular on the climax of your story – your “Matrix Moment.”
8. FORBIDDEN WORDS – Do not use any of the following weak words: said, stuff, a lot, like, went, happy, glad, sad, or mad. Replace any of these weak words that you see. 
9. GET POETIC – You should have at least three instances of figurative language in your paper – one each for the beginning, middle, and end of your paper. More is better, but not too much. This is an opportunity for you to showcase your humor, creativity, originality, and depth. Aim for metaphors over similes.
10. A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME – Check your title again. Do you have the most memorable, original, and best title for your story? If not, change it!
11. REWORD, REARRANGE, ADD, REMOVE – Change any awkward wording, rearrange confusing ideas, add missing information that is essential to your story, and remove any unnecessary detail.
12. IMPRESS YOUR READERS – Check your personal narrative notes and outline. Have you included some compositional risks? Did you tie your narrative to the lesson learned/theme throughout and reinforce it in the conclusion? 
YOU CAN DO IT!!!!!
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